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Moseley, s2ll in Bloom
Plant sale
Last week the sale of plants at Moseley Gifts and Gardens on behalf of Moseley in Bloom
was a great success. You will remember that these were the plants that Birmingham City
Council Parks and Nurseries would normally have planted and maintained for us in the
floral displays in the village. Jenny Brewer and Kerry Jenkins coordinated the delivery of
the plants from the Council’s Cofton Nurseries to Gifts and Gardens for us. Business was
very brisk from early on Thursday morning as the word got round. People were seen
buying trays of fabulous geraniums, begonias, surfinias and other delights all in very
bright colours. One man was even spotted filling his wheel barrow. We can expect to see
fabulous displays distributed in the gardens of Moseley over the next few months.
Thanks very much to Simon and his team at Gifts and Gardens for helping with this
project and thanks to everyone who came to buy.
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Beautifying Moseley

Some of the plants from the Council were retained by
Moseley in Bloom to go into planters in the village. Last
Sunday, volunteers from Moseley in Bloom and Moseley
Litter Busters worked hard cleaning up and replanting
displays where possible. Simon Barnes from Moseley
Gifts and Gardens transported the heavy compost.
Outside the Exchange (Post Oﬃce), Sabreena and her
daughters did a great job putting very bright colours into
the seven tall planters. Jenny, Izzy and Benita did the
planters at the entrance to the car park - opposite the
Post Oﬃce and Jenny did a great tidying up job on the
planter outside St Columba’s church. Normally, Council
colleagues water our displays twice a week at night, so
it will be quite a task for volunteers to keep the displays
watered over the summer, especially if we continue to
have hot weather. Simon has oﬀered to help with this
but if anyone else happens to be in the centre of
Moseley with some water, they will be very welcome.
Planting was also undertaken by the
Dovecote on Alcester Road. Watch out for
news of this next week.
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News of neighbours
Two of our neighbours have made the news recently by being awarded the Queen’s
Award for Voluntary Service. It was announced this week that Martineau Gardens in
Edgbaston and Soho Road, Handsworth had both received this, the highest award a
voluntary group can receive in the UK. Both have also been successful in Britain in
Bloom in recent years, Martineau Gardens in the It’s Your Neighbourhood category and
Soho Road as a Business Improvement
District (BID) entry.
Martineau Gardens supports volunteers on
the therapeutic horticulture programme to
look after the 2.5 acre community garden. A
team of volunteers welcome over 10,000
visitors each year and a further team helps
out with open days and events. The Gardens
have been described by visitors as ‘an oasis
of calm in the bustling city’ and as
‘Birmingham’s hidden gem’.

Soho Road BID is a volunteer-led organisa6on that manages the Soho Road Town Centre in
Handsworth. The organisa6on has over 700 members and a team of about 100 volunteers
who get involved in many diﬀerent elements of the tremendous work they do.

Councillor Ian Ward said: "This award speaks volumes about Soho Road BID and its importance to
the local community. At their best, Business Improvement Districts are about so much more than
business interests, they're about a sense of place, local pride and community. The Soho Road BID
team clearly understand this, and the award is richly deserved recogni6on for a lot of hard work."

Many congratulations to these Birmingham groups.
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Compost Corner and the Big Compost Experiment
You may have no6ced that our Virtual Open Gardens event is to include a special sec6on called
Compost Corner. There must be plenty of keen gardeners in the area who are also super
composters and Moseley in Bloom would like to see the evidence of this in your photographs and
videos for Open Gardens.
You may be interested to know that University College London is running a na6onwide ci6zen
science research experiment in compostable and biodegradable plas6cs. Their experiment has
two parts. The ﬁrst part is for everyone, whether you compost or not. It’s a short ﬁve minute
survey. The second part is op6onal for those who compost. It’s a home compos6ng experiment. To
do this you’ll need a selec6on of compostable or biodegradable plas6c items. See Experiment
Guidelines for details on selec6ng your items and setup. For full informa6on go to the research
website:
https://www.bigcompostexperiment.org.uk

Small Ads

Another Pop-up plant sale
There will be another pop up sale in aid of Moseley in Bloom on Sunday 14 June 2-4pm
at 20 Greenend Road B13 9TJ. This is the last chance this Summer to buy or get rid of
excess annuals, perennials and vegetable plants. If you would like to donate any plants,
please contact
Carol Miller doctorcarolmiller@gmail.com
Social distancing rules will apply.

B & W Plants in Kings Heath have an extensive selec6on of locally
grown perennials and annuals, including Geum, Helenium,
Hemerocallis (purple day lily), Penstemon, Veronica and some shrubs.
They can be delivered to your door, free of charge. Most are £3. For a
full list of plants and for more informa6on contact
Brian Rance brianrance1@hotmail.co.uk

If you have any hor6cultural or environmental stories or news to tell, please send to Carol Miller
doctorcarolmiller@gmail.com
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